CHARGES   AGAINST   LEO III.

to suspect their own pontiff of crimes. Next,
what influence could the Roman pontiff have with
the Britons and other nations across the seas, if he
was attacked by his own citizens ? Lastly, it did
not seem likely, it could not be true, that one who
remembered that he was set over the whole world
would entangle himself in such a sin as this.
Unhappily, for long periods in the history of the
Papacy, it not only was likely, it was undoubtedly
and overtly true.

Leo was received by Karl with great honour,
and was sent back to Rome to resume his high
office. Karl followed him l towards the end of the
next year, 800, and was received by him at the
twelfth milestone from Rome "with the greatest
humility and the greatest honour ". This was on
November 23. The next day Leo with great
pomp received Karl on the steps of the basilica of
St. Peter, made an oration to him, and led him
into the church. Seven days later, on December 1,
Karl convoked an assembly, and expounded to
them his reasons for coming to Rome, the first and
most difficult being the need of a judicial inquiry
into the charges against the Pope. It turned out
that no witness appeared to substantiate the
charges; but that seems to have been regarded
as insufficient, and a formal abjuration was made
by Leo, The Pope, Eginh'art2 says, in the pre-
sence of all the people, in the basilica of the blessed
Peter the Apostle, carrying in his hands the Gospel,
ascended the ambo, and invoking the name of the

1  The account which, follows   is   taken from the  con-
temporary annals of Eginhart.

2  Under the year 800.